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Sarah the gull and her mom lived in New York by the sea.

Every day Sarah and her mom would fly over the waves, diving in to eat the 

small fish and crabs that swam in the shallow water. Sometimes they would 

feed on food people threw away by the beach. They always had a lot to eat.

At night, Sarah and her mother would rest under the roof of a nearby 

building. They were warm, and they had a nice life.

But one day it started to get colder. The little fish that were always 

swimming in the waves were a lot harder to find. There were no more 

people coming to the beach, so there was no more food from people, too.

"It is time to fly south for the winter," said Sarah's mom.
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"Why?" asked Sarah.

"Because it has gotten too cold here," explained Sarah's mom. "Too cold for 

us to live here right now. There is no food, and it will soon get even colder."

"But this is our home," said Sarah.

"Don't worry," said Sarah's mom. "We will come back when it is warm again. 

We can have more than one home."

So Sarah and her mom said goodbye to the beach and flew away. They flew 

and they flew, until they were out of the cold and back into the warm 

weather. They flew all the way to Miami, Florida.

There, they found a new beach. It was filled with fish, and there were lots of 

people throwing food away. Sarah's mom even found a new roof for them to 

sleep under.

"I like this other home," said Sarah. "It is warm, and we have food. This is a 

nice place, too."

"I told you it would be nice," said Sarah's mom. "And when it gets warmer in 

New York again, we will go back. That is the nice part about being a bird. 

We can fly to places whenever we want."
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Macy and her parents are elephants that live in the jungle. They roam 

around the plants and trees all day, every day, looking for food. Macy's 

favorite food is bananas. She is always looking for banana plants. When 

she finds one, she uses her trunk to pick a lot of bananas.

Usually, it gets really hot in the jungle. One day, the sun is very strong, and 

the temperature is very high. Macy and her mom and dad use their big ears 

to cool themselves off. They flap their ears back and forth, trying to push 

away the heat. But it isn't enough-they are still too hot.

The family of elephants walks around to look for a way to cool down. Macy 

sees a group of orangutans lazily lying on the branches of a big tree. They 

don't even move as the elephants walk past, too hot to do anything. A family 

of parrots flies by, but all Macy sees is a blur of red, green, and blue. The 
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colorful birds land on a branch nearby, and Macy admires their bright 

feathers. Then, all of a sudden, Macy spots a loris sleeping on the tree that 

sits right next to the parrots. Macy gets excited-she never sees loris 

because they are only awake at night. The small elephant stops to look at 

the small animal. It looks like a little monkey, only fluffier with a tiny, round 

face and big, black eyes. Macy is about to take a step closer when her mom 

and dad pull her along with their strong trunks, not wanting to wait any 

longer to cool down.

Finally, the three elephants find a big pool of water. They run into it and 

splash the cool water on each other. Macy feels so much better. She lies 

down and rolls around. She covers her body in mud. Elephants love to take 

mud baths. It cools their skin and protects them from bug bites. They all play 

in the water for a while, and other elephants come to enjoy the mud, too.

Then Macy and her parents step out of the water and decide to go and find 

food. Macy spots a banana plant in the distance. She runs toward the bright 

yellow fruit. She grabs a bunch with her trunk and munches on the soft 

bananas. It's been a good day for Macy-bananas and a mud bath. What 

more could she ask for?
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Animals that Solve Weather-Related Problems - Paired Text Questions
Sarah the Gull · Macy the Elephant

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

Use the article "Sarah the Gull" to answer questions 1 to 2.
					

1. Describe what happens when the weather gets colder in the story. Use at least two 

details from the text.

2. Sarah and her mom have a problem. Their problem is that there is no food for them 

to eat when the weather gets colder. What do they do to solve this problem?

Use the article "Macy the Elephant" to answer questions 3 to 4.
					

3. What is the problem that Macy and her parents have at the beginning of the story?
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4. How do Macy and her parents solve their problem?

Use the articles "Sarah the Gull" and  "Macy the Elephant" to answer questions 5 
to 8.
					

5. Compare the problems in "Sarah the Gull" and "Macy the Elephant."

6. Contrast the problems in "Sarah the Gull" and "Macy the Elephant."
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7. Compare what Sarah and her mother do to solve their problem with what Macy's 

family does to solve its problem.

8. Contrast what Sarah and her mother do to solve their problem with what Macy's 

family does to solve its problem.
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